6               IVILTJAM CHARLES MACREADY.
The Birmingham season lasted from June to September. In the winter of 1797, after his quarrel with the Covent Garden management, Macready made an attempt to run the Royalty Theatre, in Well Street, Wellclose Square, Whitechapel, as a sort of music-hall. Failing in this, he shook the mud of London off his feet, and devoted himself to his Midland circuit, which he extended, in the winter months, so as to include Sheffield and other northern towns. In all probability, then, it was early in 1798 that William Charles was taken from his Kensington school and handed over to an irascible pedagogue named Edgell, in St. Paul's Square, Birmingham. Here he distinguished himself chiefly in recitation, learning by heart long extracts from Shakespeare, Milton, Pope, and Young, "which," he says, "have been of some service to me in accustoming my ear to the enjoyment of the melody of rhythm/' His mother had great difficulty in teaching him to use, without abusing, the letter h. "The line, "Appy, Jappy, 'appy pair \' was for some time an insuperable obstacle to progress." In the holidays he hung about his father's theatre, observing and remembering much. He was awed by Mrs. Siddons, who visited Birmingham almost every year; he saw King, the original Sir Peter Teazle and Lord Ogleby, dressed for the latter part; and Gentleman Lewis, the great Mercutio, left his face engraven on the boy's memory. He remembered, too, the appearance, in 1802, of the beautiful Mrs. Billington. The same season left another vision still more deeply impressed on his mind. During the Peace of Amiens, the Hero of the Nile made a triumphal tour of the provinces. On August 30, 1802, he reached Birmingham, and went to the theatre in the evening, where one Blisset, an actor of provincial fame, was playing Falstaff in The Merry Wires. The per-